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The lottery by Shirley Jackson is a story that shows the effect that strangers have on individuals and the community. Evidently, strangers are perceived to have positive benefits to individuals and the community. Strangers are regarded as prophets who bring good messages and light to the people. In the story “The Lottery” by Shirley Jackson, the lottery is regarded as a stranger. In this story, the lottery appears to be a ritual sacrifice that chooses an individual from the community to sacrifice his or her life by being stoned to death every year in order to have good crops. It is thus evident enough that ‘the stranger’ in this story has a lot of impacts on the community.
The lottery in this story has dehumanizing effects on its participants. The lottery rules instruct that participants are to hold slips of paper, then they are to turn them over (Jackson, 1948). The person who holds the paper containing a black spot is told to identify him or herself and is then brutally stoned to death by others, including the family members, friends, and neighbors. While stoning an individual to death appears to be a painful and unjust way of dying, the lottery is made part of the traditions in the village, and people are required to observe and practice it. As the author says, “the lottery was conducted--as were the square dances, the teen club, the Halloween program.” This shows the extent to which this practice was done just like any other normal activity in society, regardless of its sorrowful effects on the people.
The lottery introduces the evil nature of mankind to society. In this story, the evil nature of mankind is revealed through the actions of selfishness and evil tendencies that the lottery introduces in the village. The lottery becomes a part of the society’s tradition, and despite the sufferings that it brings to the people, some are still seen to be in support of it and insist on its continuation as a tradition in the society. The lottery brings about the deaths of many people in the village simply because it is a tradition. This story ends with the brutal killing of Tess, who is stoned to death by the people in the village. "It isn't fair," Tess says these words before the first stone is laid on her head. Among Tess’s killers are women who she regarded to be her friends.
The lottery has also greatly changed the people’s way of life. As Warner says in the story, “People ain't the way they used to be” (Jackson, 1948). The lottery has led to the creation of certain strict rules that must be followed, affecting many people. Before the lottery begins, people in the community are seen to be engaged in small talks, where they discuss planting and the rains. When the lottery begins, people are demanded to only talk of the process and nothing else. They can only talk of issues such as whose turn it is, how long the rituals will take, and how the rules should be followed entirely.
In summary, this story by Shirley Jackson greatly reflects the theme of the mysterious stranger. The introduction of the lottery in the village has led to serious and significant impacts on the people who view it as just but a tradition. The lottery has led to the deaths of many people in the village, who have brutally been stoned to death in the name of making sacrifices for good crops. Just as in the mysterious stranger, this story reveals the wide range of impacts that strangers have on individuals or society.
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